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T H o doors take quite a beating. Bra · heet nail d aero the bottom. 

\\!hap' \Vhat a WJ.} to announce our pre ence. You kind f e ·plode, g ing 

through on door onto the cu tom r , through the oth r onto th o ks. 

It' o nifty when I di cover how they work. ou'r uppo d to go thr ugh 

only on the right-hand side and that' ho\: ou don't get hit n t I oking 

when someone . tc,1mroller through the other d or at full clip' ith a lo.id 

of dirty di he or food pread out along their hand and arm . Boom' You'd 

think the glas. porthole 'd fall out of the doors, but the 're built to t.ikc it. 

lnch-and -a-h.ilf varni hed fir pl)-\: ood \ ith big pring hing . h n I f1r-;t 

. tart \s..·orking in the cafc 1 lov to allop that bra a hard as I an. But m 

dad warns me early to not make such a noise becau e that di ·turbs th 

cu omer . s I come up v.:ith a wa of placing m heel cl to th b tt m 

and hen rocking the foot forward to queeze the door open in a sil nt rush 

of air as I come through on the fl 1 But when we get real bus . ltk ,ll 

lunch ime, all the waiter and waitresses, mcluding m dad, will let loose 111 

th ha pc nd cacophon •of bu . - ncs ·,the ki(ker of d ire hidd n in the 

i ochronous torso, a ncces. ary <lane . a vital percu · ·i n, a critical p rsu.1-

10n, a play ul pcrmi sion fa t and loud,\ hapBamBoom' ~ ls <>o good 

R · t u1 ,111t is th· nam • uf.1-;null, strip- null hincsc 

•, t ,u on ' in J whilL We laugh ,H th' inno ·nt 

hi h m · fa th ·r rum •s th •I 1amond 

or oo<l lu k, its ems. You're not 

h I lu k. Aunty Hhcl i v ·ry upset 

th ,· fun r11. Sli · slly ' I hat no 

, ' ·ryon in t wn pronoun "> 
w1 urr ·nt ~rnd th t's what h 

t to B. . blit · i a fairly common 





over the tabletop .. The \'Oice from up there orb hind the urtain ar h t

tempered. powerful, challenging, aggre i e, bickering, accu ato , dem ~ming, 
bra\•ado. super tmou . bluffing. go ip . eriou . goading, letting off. t am, 

tick d off. fed up, hot under the collar, hungry for compan , hungr r r 

language. hungry for luck, edgy. 

I hardly e\'er go into King' Famil Re taurant becau e, when it come to 

Chine e cafe and Chinato• n . I'd rather b tran parent. mouAag d 
enough o the, know I'm there but can't ee me, can't get to me. It' n t 

afe. In ed a cl ar coa t for a gerawa . Jn i ible. I don't know who I am in 

this territory and ma be don't want to Yet! lo e to wander into T root ' 

Chinatown and eat tofu and egctable at m fa ourite barbecu j int and 

then meander indolentl through the era d , li tening to th t n and 

watching the dark e\ , the black hair. Sometime in a tore, ay, I'm picking 

up a p:iir or ne\\ kung- u andal and the gu check m Ma tercard a 1 sign 

and he sa\s \ ah! ou Chin . ? Heh h h h h! becau e he kn I'm not 

Physically. I'm rJciall tran picuous and J'v com to preC r that m d . 

I want to be th r but don't want to b n b ing ther . By th tim I'm 

ten I'm only white. Until 19 9th C w Chm in m life re r lati ·and 

old rn n . Very few hinese kid m age. rt r '4 , wh n th 

o • rnm n re cinds its hin sc 1: clusion t, aw ve f oung hinc!-> 

n:id,1 . l'l un's Chinese population vi ·ibl chang sin th 

In few ve. r th ·r ar •nough tccnag hin c kids ar und to 

i tiun, th• •Ison hincs Youth ssoc1, Lion, but 

b k ·th II t am. n<l the •'r · •ood, too l·a t, smart I pl. n the 

m, and \\'h ·n th • Y 

th . 

1 ·nt om· o th· 

d,H.i's ·r involv ·<l with 

wr ·11 • 1 in th · · busi n •ss 

nd I work tog ·th ·r in ti 
n or univ ·r ity t the coac:.t W 'r · 

·n , w · lw y ·xch ng · gr ·cungs 

Hut I h r<ll v •r go into his c C •• 



Tnt nd 



ulp quickly rrnny Erickson·. hn mu pickled herring whil her beak

no 1:d challenge s.1t in the kttchen chair opp site rour dark bird-cved 

defiance (oof dah). or when Betry Goodman rdered tewed o' t r. for 

lunch and ,·ou got me to wait on her\ hi le you went t th can and puked. 

all tho. c puzzled moment in the new world \ hen your br \ n brow 

squinchcd up while you tran lated Hctor ·or po lit e r mea ur m ·nt r 

elcbr.uion or trange food or w 1rd European or. through gold rimm <l 
reading gla ses, the da\' page 1 world war , page _ Baker tr ct, page 

ports, 1 cl 011 Daily, ew ·pread out O\ er th grc Formica tablet pin the 

back booth of the Diamond Grill, all the e moment nothing but our ri er 

of truth, fiction, and hi LOT\, n thing but the long night· [a hin s 

winter waning for th promised new old orld f mother father brothers 

si · ters. river of oce;rn, river of impossible pas ·ing, too large and formi<labl 

even later pinning your clays out under I lcphant Mountain, ·uch n oun 

t rs \Vith pos ibilit ·eris -cro. ed on ·our forehead, indeed, our\ ho\ 

bu<ly wired ;iu1 or dailv brushe \Vith what, th foreign. that jailc I Jti.111 cl 
ht a immigrant in vour eye as ·ou lookc<l, no look out to he sea this 

lllcn c mak s, puzzlc<l, cryptic, wil<l, bcwtld r d. ex'd and p rpl •d 
hou ht u .n av,:ay. nd other. but then your lower lip bit up under ·our 

ccth, hand , hng rs, eyes, 1.rnghing, how, o . .. 

ut th n •ou h\' now, like ever\•one •lsc in town,\ ' .111, walked p.1st 

h 1 ninth window of the lub ,1 1.: 

I' I I , \ I C 11 ll I S I I 1\ S D I 

0 

ll ·1111 lltl 1 II C,S 

it 

uon rn1111in 1 down t lil' \ indo 

I h onlv thing I:dn,1 <lo· n't lik 

t 11 h111 , too, 1 th.it p ·ci ii CJ 111b rry 

th lt .1g.ii11, it's tCJU I.Ht, 

w · ·r, mm' ju t gl 11 • ,ll h ·1 

II h um· Im · thi wh t' 111.itt ·r 

pray ·d-king window 

du ing room will be loscd 

hot ·Ii holding g.ib b.rnqu •L 

D 1m1111c H.1 uti, th· cigar-sm Jking 





jumbo hrimp and black b an fini hed off with ic cream or Jell- and lot. 

ofleftover hri tma cakeandafe\! pecche · , enthema or' toa.tr the 

h\ hme e cook. ''ho rand ju t out ide the inging kitchen d r tn 

their d1rt) apr n , face glazed \: ith \! eat. hu Ling Mar th hi f 

look to you and av omething in hine e and ou tran lat l l a 

plea e come back agam you're all clcome, lot more in the kitchen! Th n 

omeho\Y, all that me di appear and th floor wa hed b i · the nc t 

morning when you open up. 
Then what i that ta te, mulled memory, kitchen ediment. Y ur hand 

and body fill. pour, ur Dark brown e e the leutian land bridge o er th 

sco,· and dancing. How do I mak your tangy auce for aC od o ktail 

good my mouth \l ater in this emenc a ing ketchup hor eradi h lem n 

Taha co, ma\ be a da h of o . omething gave pure zip. Your h uld r . I 

hought the harp red botlle m the top cupboard. Reach. Wa crabm at. 

Even something cream , crunch celery tomaco d and all that po n d into 

hon gla · e , fluted, what I thought \.ver lik unda di he fir t lined ith 

a 1 ttuc leaf, a few dozen made up tn advance and kept on a h If in th 

walk-in oolcr. I'd sneak one r two. Bo'iton ream pie n a ·la k and 

nowy unday afternoon Where did that taste for uch zip harli chim 

hong-say-wong-lung- hung com' to our m uLh in a h t h UL as u 

cli k1.:d your tongue, c 'CS sp.ukl <l if it\ as too hot, LOO mu h kick, th' 'd 

w ter bit .111tl you'd ut th' sauce v.:ith what, I IP, r mayb that oth r dark 

br wn tc k u " 1\-1, und r the ountcrs b the cut! r trJ s Not 

, JU5t out id', )r ju t n ·xt door, th· m,1 or, th· 

I n<l ill time. Wh.it' .1 m Ht ·r? You 

I Pr l \' 1 oud 'llll' h • ', l h, l·rcdd ? l·,1 ho ! 
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entte for the rt . Brad\ teache 

writingat 'IL'mdthe\\nter'o; 

\'oice and dl\,de her time between 

1 C\\ York C1t\ and the at kills. 

K R 0 . · L L "\ 1o; the 

author of e\'eral books of poctn 

and non-fiction he is the reop1enr 

of he Pat LO\\ thcr lcmonal \\ ard 

for poetry and the Governor 

General'. Literan \\Jrd for non

fiction he 1 curr ntl) working on 

a no,·el and a collecuon of e. ay 

about Burma. Conncllv' mo t 

recent book of poetry ts The Border 

11rrozmds lJ ( lcClelland 

te\van :?.O o o} Connell · · other 

book include To11ch tlw Dragon. A 
Thai)o11mal (Turnstone Pre 

1992), which won the Governor 
General' Literary Award for non

fiction and was a national be tseller, 

a well as The mall \Vord in My 
Body (Gutter Press 1995), rlns 
Brighter Prison (Brick Books 1993}, 

One Room in a astlc- Lcttcrsfrom 
pain, France, and Grt'CCC 

(Tum cone Pre s 199s} and 'J he• 
Di ordc1ofI011c• ( utter Press 1997). 

onnc llv's books arc published in 

he U.K., Au traha, .crm.rny, ,1nd 

A ia 

.1 R Li, 

I th 

who lin:s in the north of Eng Ian i. 
I !er stone have been publish 'd m 

man) anthologH:s and colic t10ns 

and have won ever.11 award 11~ r 

first novel 1 entitled ro od1lc. 011p 

( le nhur · o 1 }. and she 1s 

currentl: working on .1 ec nd 

novel, the first draft of which wa 

written in the Leight n tud1os 

t Y R o \ v 1 E 1 ·a western 

Canadian wnt rand recording .1nd 

performance a ruse inc 1q91. 

Davies ha been working with 

Scrim elcctromca sound artist 

Gudrun Gut on a c llabor.uivc 

spoken word, recording, and p rfor

nuncc project, 1/A MA ,ut and 

Davies have re lea ed t" o Ill\ I,\ 

D and additional mdiv1dual 

track . The have toured m rurop, 

sc era\ times and maintain lmk •d 

b . ites in .mada and crm.1ny 

Davies i writing a book ,1bout the 

B rim underground musics enc. 

I!. I I I. 1\ • 0 R 1\ I T s l· R ' s 

stories h,wc appcarNI {or, r orth

coming} m the Pnr11~c111 l<<'t1icw. J'hc 

Ki:1111on lfruicw, J he lit1'11l11/ 
Rc11icw, /1111·11111t101wl C.21111111·1 lt1, 

m!.f 1011ta11011, ,,, w ·ll ,1 .. on Lill' Op 

I:d p1 • ·sorth ·Lu 

ounul 

t1on .rnd 
ork 

,1 he ltu .. 1,1n 

r ull •c 1n •w Y111k 

born 111 w 

Ill '11\CI ll,1 of 
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re ·idence at Princeton J\ chool m 

Princeton. e\\ ler e\ Herb ok 

Ri. '.'!lllJ lnte11 1ty (The auonal 

Council of Teacher ofEngli ·h 

1 ) 1 about read mg and wntrng 

poem with high cho I students. 

Herne. ·t book. Dm1ci11(J with\ \lord , 

i to be pubh ·hed m ·pring _001 

, 1ichael 'poems have appear d or 

are forthcoming in Poetry.\ Vo man'. 

Review of Book . and other journal . 

and he ha pubh hed book revie\ 

m America Book Review. 

KARE MULH LL i 

I I 

editor-in-chief of Descant.' hich 

he ha edited for mo t ofit. three 

decade he ha pubh hed e en 

volumes of poetry heba and 

olomon (Elefthena 19 4), fodem 

Loue(Black o s Pre 1990), \Var 

urgenJ(BlackMo Pre 199 ),A 
ennmental Dialogue (Pa ·deloup 

1996), TheCavemsofEly 

(Pa deloup 1997), Hermon Tour 

(Pa deloup 19 8), and The Grace of 

Private Passage (Black Moss Pre s 

2000) he co-edited Task of 

Passion Dennis Lt>eat Mid- arcer 

(De cant Edition 19 2) and edned 

\11ewsfrom thL' orth A fraud 
Anthology (Porcupine' Quill 1984), 

as well as Paper Guitw fwt 11111 

evi•n \\'ricers cldnatc• 2 'rems o 

Dt•scant Magazi11c (1 llrpcr ollin 

19 5) he is also the author of tht.: 

pro tra\'cl-fi tion-mt.:moir In tht• 

l :m o And Hain (Black 1o Pre s 

1 91) lulhalkn 1 th• author of 

numerou nd r •v1 w on 

Reuicw (L nd n and Edinburgh) 

lulhallen teache$ En h h m 

Toronto lt R\ er-; n P lvte hni 

Cnh r 1tv he 1. \\' rkmg n a new 

b ok of poetry :et on or near w,w.:r 

R 0 E I \ R y I • . has 

II 

pubh hed t\\O works offi t1on. 

lo. tl11 ow1try ( \\' st Pres· 

) and Tht• o k' Eg_~ ( c\Vest 

Press 1994). the latter f which w n 

che Howard '1 lagan w.ud ~ r 

hon Fiction m 1 + 1. n has 

pubh hed in lit rary magaztn sand 

anthologie acr s Canada In the 

fall of 19 . she" a aw.udcd a grant 

to write for five we k at the 

Leighton tud10 . i. on was the 

1 6 7 Canadian writer m-r 'si

dence m the larkm-Flanagan 

01 ·ungu1 hed Writers Programm '. 

F (,WILL PORfl R 

as born and gre\ up 1n t john\, 

e\ found land,\ here she sull 

hve . he has b en\: ntmg pr ~'s· 

sionall for thir -five ars and h.1', 

published across anada and over· 

seas he writes 1cll n, non- 1ction, 

po t • humour, dram,\, ,111d criu 

cism 1ost of Pon r's\ ork i-. 't.:t Ill 

t. John's, she 1o; k ·1.:nl · intl'r •st •d 111 

regional -.pee h. Port •r is 

com pl ·ung h 1 wcond novel. 

l·imsh111g lwol. I ler 1r ... t po ·tr • 

coll• uon, Blood cmd \Vatt't. 1., now 

\Vllh her publisher, Br .. 1kwu •r 
Book-. Port •r's publi h ·d buok'i 
111 lud' Hdow tht• B111/gc 
(Brc kwn ·r Bunks 1980),)11111111111. 

1Tlum1111.J111wor }11/11 (Br ,1kw.Her 

l~ook 1< 88} rnd A/ 1mx wul I om·li1 

H11h•(Br ,1kw1tc1 Bou ''J'JI) 

'""""' ''· h·hr LUU''· Jww UT J1tl11 w s 
hor Ii l • for h · \},/ 11 





R fl,' ARRA J,'0 

grew up in the immigrant neigh

bourh od of Federal Hill in 

Pro\'idencc. Rhode Island. as a 

ccond-generation ltalian

Amcrican He attended Rhode 

Island College and the l.,nt\ er ity of 

lich1gan, where he earned a Ph D. 

He ha published widely on \\'alt 

\\lhitman and 1 currently puttmg 

together a collecuon of hi · own 

poem for a fir t book. entitled Thi. 
Dm1 Re 1ding in Penns) hania. 

arracino i the R. \ chlosscr 

Profc or of Engli hat 

Elizabethtown College 

G L 0 R I A I Ii e in 

Edmonton Her fir t collection of 

short fiction. ongjor cttie 
joh11so11. will be pubh hed in spring 

2001 by Coteau Book . 

LAY LE I L B E R T has publish d 
more than one hundred stone in 

literary magazine , as v ell as poctr) 

and cveral personal cs a s. Some of 

her \.\'Ork i represented in a handful 

of anthologies. Of the five books she 

has published, one i a book of 

poems, three ar •short stories: the 

most recent, Tht I rt:c Thi11kt•n 

( C\'en tones Press 2000), consists 

of two no\'ellJs . ilben is also 

known as a photogr.1pher of \.\' rtt •rs 

D o It o r H Y s I' l ,\ K grc' up in 

outhcrn Ontario h • h.1 writt •n 
two ~torv coll uom, fhc 01111 cl oj 

the 10011 (Random I Jou l' 1q40) 

ml Ul>j1 l t oj Yow I u11c ( omc n1llc 

Born in Fhn Fl n. lanitoba. B 1 R K 

P R o T no'' writes and 

edit., in Red Deer. ;\ }berta. His nO\'c: I 
Tht Rcd-Htadt•d \ \ omc1111111th the 
Blacl Blac · fl cart (Turnstone Pre"s 

19 7) won an aw ard for h1ston al 

fiction . He is the author of 

Head_ rnme: (Turnstone Press 1q ). 

a long poem. and editor of T1 at c 
Prairie\ \ 'ritc1. 011 \ \ 'ritms.? 

(Turnstone Press 1q ;')and Great 
\tonc,from the Prairie· (Red DeN 

Press 2000) pro ton 1s tht: 

founding editor of an onhnc m,1ga

zine called "Taking Place .madian 

Pramc \ ming." 

L 1 o A <; E o is a fiction 

writer and ·creem ritcr fari11c I.if(· 
(I Luper ollin 19 2). her oil ..:tion 
oflinkcd tories. \ as recent! 'm.1de 

into a film. "v hnc houldcrs" h. s 

been anthologized in the Pc11g11i11 

A11tholog11 of tones b11 ·wuulim1 
\\'01111'11 ( 1king Penguin 1q1n) .md 

The ford Boot. of toril.'s 1111 

a11adw11 \ omc11111 /·11glish 
. ford Uni crsit Press _ooo). 

I ler stories ha c been publishl•d in 

the Atlantic. ' nt11rda11 i~ht . • md 

Prwnr '>< hooncr • • md sh~ h.1 

appc.u •d thrc •times in thl• 

1 lcnry Awards' Jlrizt'Stonc' 
(Doublcd,1 · Comp.1ny) ,mJ lk~t 

cuuulia11 ~to11t•s (Oberon l'rc s), 

,1nd h.1 won h .1nd .\ll.ld 1 

Coun ii gr.rnts vend en 1lso 

1d.1pt d I he J)iu111c1 nd I ht• m· 
}{()(/11 'llt'Z Sto111 or t lcv1 1011 . Sh 
hv~ with lll'r f. rn1lv 1n Vrnrnuv ·r 

ml t 1 h 111 thc r lllVl' Wm in 1 

l'rn r 1111.1t thl0 Univ r It • ul British 

olu111l>1 

I I I I It w I burn 

lll<lu trl I "Bl I k 

11d •r ~ up tn 

om111 lO 





\ hen her hu band died in 1 7' . 
\\"ylie turned to ·oumah m and 

non-fiction or income to fim h 

rearing her four children he ha. 

pubh hed thirtv-fi"e book . 
including biography, elf-help. 

financial planning. m pi ration. 

cookbook . children' plav. and 

puppet play . belle lettr and 

poetry ( t\\' O volume ). and ome 
three dozen pla that have been 

produced m theatre m Canada, the 

U , Sm.am, and e\ Zealand but 

no fiction 

z \ 1 c K Y ' book include 

\V1ttgenstem Eleg1e (Bnck Book 

6), The ew Room (Coach 

Hou eBook 19 9),Lyric 

nto 

I 

al. o pubh. hed w1dely a - an ayist 

on t sue m mu. 1c, etrv. and 

ph1lo ophv Zw1ckv ha tau ht 
creauve writrn at the Unt\' r ttv of 

ew Brun. wick. led a number f 

work hops, and tau ht tn the 

\Vntmg Program at The Ban ff 
Centre for the rt ince 1 • she 

ha. edited poetry for Brick Book i\ 

natl e of lberta, Zwicky i 

currently ltving on ancouver 

L land,' here . he teaches in th 

Philo oph Department at the 

Umver i of 1crnna. 
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