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Language in Revolut ion 

W e ' v e j u s t h a d a con fe rence a t D a v i d T h o m p s o n 
U n i v e r s i t y C e n t r e o n the t h e m e o f " W r i t i n g i n R e v o l u t i o n " . 
As w e l l as n u m e r o u s r ead ings a n d w o r k s h o p s there were t w o 
" p a n e l s " . F r a n k D a v e y , S t a n B e v i n g t o n , a n d D a v e G o d f r e y 
ta lked a b o u t t h e n e w " i n f o r m a t i o n " t e c h n o l o g y r e v o l u t i o n 
and its r e l a t i o n s h i p , p r i m a r i l y , t o p u b l i s h i n g . S t a n Persky 
m o d e r a t e d a d iscuss ion be tween M a r g a r e t R a n d a l l f r o m 
N i c a r a g u a , N i c o l e Brossard , a n d B r i a n F a w c e t t on the ro le o f 
w r i t i n g i n p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n . I was in t e res t ed i n the 
p a r t i c u l a r e x t r e m i t i e s expressed o r i m p l i e d re " r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y " w r i t i n g . O n e p o i n t o f v i e w has i t t h a t w r i t i n g mus t use 
clear, s i m p l e , s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l a n g u a g e s t ruc tu r es . O t h e r s 
argue for n e w a n d e x p e r i m e n t a l uses o f l anguage . 

1. O l d a v a i l a b l e s y n t a x s t r u c t u r e needs to be a t t a cked a n d 
l i fted i n t o h o l d i n g m o r e o f the c l o s e - c u t t i n g poss ib i l i t y o f the 
present s e n s i b i l i t y r a t h e r t h a n the past e ven t o f " h i s t o r i c a l 
f o r m s " endless ly p e r p e t u a t e d b y the t h o u g h t - p a r a d i g m s 
language c a n c a r r y . T h e s t rugg l e w i t h i n the w r i t i n g s h o u l d be 
there t oo , i n t h e t rans ference o f t h e ene r gy o f the w r i t i n g 
t h r o u g h the c u l t u r e . Edge s t ruc tu r es a t the edge o f awareness 
rather t h a n f o r m s t ruc tu r e s c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n a n i n h e r i t e d 
awareness. S o m e have even be l i e v ed r e c e n t l y t h a t the w r i t e r 
can a n d s h o u l d c o n t r o l a n d m a n i p u l a t e t h e " m y t h o l o g y " o f a 
people b y i n t e n t i o n a l l y u s i n g c e r t a i n selected " s t o r i e s " . B u t 
story a n d h i s t o r y a re verbs , " k n o w " , a n d i t is m o r e i n the ac t 
than i n t h e p r e s c r i p t i o n , m o r e a t the edge t h a n at the f o r m , 
where w r i t i n g revo lves . 

2. B rossa rd t a l ks o f the " s u r f a c e " o f l anguage . W h e n I a m 
t rans ing a l a n g u a g e I d o n ' t " k n o w " I w o r k w i t h the surfaces, 
the m o r e v i s i b l e a c t i v i t y outs ide the " i n t e n d e d " m e a n i n g a n d 
I find t h e r e a m o v e m e n t w h i c h reveals o the r , f u r t h e r 
Possibil it ies. Re ferences a n d m e a n i n g s h i t h e r t o u n a v a i l a b l e 
t h r o u g h o l d l a n g u a g e expec ta t i ons show themselves a n d 
r e a f f i r m n o t t h e se lected stories b u t t h e t r u e stories. A t the 

surface a n a t t e m p t t o b r e a k t h r o u g h t o o t h e r p l anes o f 
s ens ib i l i t y a n d q u a l i t y w h e r e l i fe h a p p e n s — one is w h a t one 
does. 

3. I n his i n t r o d u c t i o n to " T h e Po l i t i c s o f the R e f e r r e n t " 
{Open Letter, 3/7 ; 1977) Steve McCa fTe r y says " A n y 
f u n d a m e n t a l change i n r e a d i n g expe r i ence t h a t shakes the 
accepted f u n c t i o n a l roles, a n d ques t i ons the f u n c t i o n a l 
ex istence o f a r eade r separate f r o m a w r i t e r , has f a r - r e a c h i n g 
p o l i t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s . . . L a n g u a g e is a huge s u p p o r t system 
for a p a r t i c u l a r m e t h o d o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n t h a t 
reaches p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n i n the f o r m o f b u r e a u c r a c y . T o 
change the s t r u c t u r e o f the l a n g u a g e is, i n l a rge p a r t , t o 
change the n a t u r e o f the s u p e r s t r u c t u r e . 

4. T h e p r o b l e m w i t h t r y i n g t o m a k e " s ense " is t h e sacr i f i ce 
o f " n e g a t i v e c a p a b i l i t y " . A n d u s u a l l y o n l y i n o r d e r t o m a k e i t 
easier for someone else w h o doesn ' t have the t i m e , energy , o r 
i n c l i n a t i o n to dea l w i t h the p r o b l e m . I t ' s m u c h l i k e the o l d 
p r o j e c t i v e verse n o t i o n o f p o e m as ene rgy t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m 
whe r e the poet got i t a l l t h e w a y ove r to the reader . So i f the 
i n t e n t i o n is to m a k e some l i t t l e sense t h e n the r e a d e r / w r i t e r 
share i n t h e w o r k o f m a k i n g t h a t sense. 

5. T h e n e w t e c h n o l o g y c a n change the m e t h o d s o f 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f " w r i t i n g " d r a s t i c a l l y . G o d f r e y 
argues f o r the w r i t e r b e i n g ab le to get closer to those m e t h o d s 
d u e t o the speed a n d s t r u c t u r e o f t h e t e c h n o l o g y n o w 
a va i l ab l e . T h e va lues d e l i m i t e d b y b o o k - p r o d u c t i o n 
p u b l i s h i n g based o n mass sales c a n a g a i n be c h a l l e n g e d to the 
p o i n t w h e r e the r eader c a n l o o k for w h a t he/she w a n t s to r e a d 
( and i n t e r a c t w i t h ) . 

6. R o y K i y o o k a a g o n i z i n g o n the sub jec t o f adve r sa r y 
hab i t s h i s t o r i c a l l y r e f u r b i s h e d t h r o u g h es tab l i shed o rde rs i n 
c r e a t i v i t y . H e spoke o f a n energy p r i o r t o " h i s t o r y " w h i c h he 
felt m o r e i n t o u c h w i t h . 

7. N e x t w o r l d , n ex t l anguage . 

— F r e d W a h 
S o u t h S locan , B .C . 
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