
with 
{jt:eatneJJ 

An 

Anthology 

of chance 

Y1ith 

Celebrities 

Eclitecl by: 

Russell 

aanks, 

Michael 

onclaatie, 

& Da"icl 

Young 



Brushes with Greah1ess 

11 1111111111111111111111111 1111 111111111111 1111 111111111111 11111 
3 9345 00890715 0 

CLC 

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
CT 105 B(8 c . 2 

Brushes with Greatness 

I 





Brushes with Greatness ·. 
An anthology of chance encounters 

with celebrities 

edited by 
Russell Banks, Michael Ondaatje 

and David Young 

I 

BIG BANG 
B 0 0 K S 

COACH HOUSE PRESS 

TORONTO 



© p right 

Publi h d \ ith th a 
the Ont 

Pr 19 

f thi Bi Ban B 
Int rn ti n l. 

A pedal thanks to M nica P nn r. 

Co rd ign: Gord n Rob rt 

Printed in Canada at Coach H us Pr nt . 

Torn Jon photo: C.W. Skar t 

Canadian Cataloguing in Publication Data 

Brushes with greatn s 

(A big bang book) 
ISB 0-8 910-349-6 

1. Celebrities - An cdote . 2. Fam -An cdot . 

I. Banks, Russell, 1940- . II. Ondaatj , Mich 1, 194 -

III. Young, David, 194 - . 

CTlOS.8781989 920'.009'04 C 9-0 4947-



Of the Great and Famous Ever-to-be-honored Knight, 
Sir Francis Drake, and of My Little-Little Self 

The Dragon that our seas did raise his crest 
And brought back heaps of gold unto his nest, 
Unto his foes more terrible than thunder, 
Glory of his age, after-ages' wonder, 
Excelling all those that excelled before-
It's feared we shall have none such any more­
Effecting all, he sole did undertake, 
Valiant, just, wise, mild, honest, godly Drake. 
This man when I was little I did meet 
As he was walking up Totnes' long street. 
He asked me whose I was. I answered µ.im . 
He asked me if his good friend were within. 
A fair red orange in his hand he had; 
He gave it me, whereof I was right glad, 
Takes and kissed me, and prays, 'God bless my boy,' 
Which I record with comfort to this day. 
Could he on me have breathed with his breath 
His gifts, Elias-like, after his death, 
Then had I been enabled for to do 
Many brave things I have a heart unto. 
I have as great desire as e'er had he 
To joy, annoy, friends, foes; but 'twill not be. 

- Robert Hayman 

Did she put on his knowledge with his power 
Before the indifferent beak could let her drop? 

-W.B. Yeats, Leda and the Swan 
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Frenchy D' Amour 
Fred Wah, South Slocan, Briti h Columbia 

I gr w up in Trail, Briti h Columbia, home of th mok at 

Th e world-famous ice hockey champi n g v th p pl fr m 
Trail an in ide track on f me. A did Fr nchy D' Arn ur wh " 

th econd legend ry per on I met. (Th first wa L rry Kwan, th 
China Clipper, who played with th Srnokie , lat r with 1 

nd then down east sornewher .) 
My d d was a very gregarious restaurat ur who, with my 

granddad, ran the Elite (pronounced ee-light) Caf ' d wntown. A 

a Chinaman he had learned early to kowtow to the rich and pow r­
ful. He'd often sit the health inspector down to a fr lunch in th 

kitchen of the cafe, or spike the mayor's coff e with rum at Chri t­
mas time. The local constabulary could frequently be found riflin -
down sugar doughnuts and coffee by the back door. My d d kn w 

everyone who was anyone in this smelter town. 
This particular Sunday afternoon in the spring f 194 th 

whole town was buzzing about Frenchy D' Amour' triumph nt 

return. There was even a parade down Cedar Av nue. But wh t 
mostimpres edmewasthatmyfatherhadinvitedFr nchy v rt 

our house for a drink, and now here they wer , itting at th 
dining-room table, talking about the victory. I watch d th m drink. 

Or, rather, I watched Fr nchy drink; my fath r had th t Ori nt 1 

dispo ition that prevented him from drinking v ry much. I I 'd 

p ur, with a great d al of ch 11 ng nd bravad , hug tr ight 

hot for his gu s t , yet rar ly touch it him lf. F r l n tim I 
thought h did it ju t t mak s f th high muk-, -muk . But 

wh nl aw himp uringdrinksandchummingitupwithFr n hy,l 

w re lly proud to s my d d j king r un with th m t 
m u r n in anad th t y, in ur h u 

Y u h v t un r t nd th , t 194 w th 

pi n hi 
lfri ish 

66 

th hu 



' I was in my twenties when Buckminster Fuller sat on me.' 

Thi 
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