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62 I Fred Wah 

I lie here and wait for life again1 

I lie here and wait for life again 
no one told me thi happen 
not death but a consequence of it 
the physical isn t a world 
at least it wasn't this morning 
when I ran up the road out of breath 

yet that is what I most de ire. 
Information. What leads up to death, 

is only information. 

1•1 lie here and wait for life again' first appeared in a manu cript edition (Coach House Pre s, 1978), 
and wa later published in Selected Poems (1980). That version differs sub tantiatty from the one 
printed above , which is taken from Breathin' my name with a sigh (1981). 

Waiting for Saskatchewan 

Waiting for saskatchewan 
and the origins grandparents countries place converged 

europe asia railroads carpenter nailed grain elevator 
Swift Current my grandmother in her hou e 

he built on the treet 
and him hi cafe namely the 'Elite' on Center 

looked traight ahead Sa katchewan point to it 
Erick on Wah Trimble hou es train tation track 
arrowed into downtown fine clay dirt prairie wind waiting 

for Sa katchewan to appear for me again over the edge 10 

hor e led to the huge ky the weight and colour fit 
o er the mountain a if the ma owed me uch app arance 
again t the hard edge of it it on my f rehead 
a the mo t political place I know th e pl ce the e trip 
laid beyond horiz n f r eye ight the city I won't h vc tog 
near it a origin t wn fl tne app ar later in my t mach why 

why on earth would they land in uch a pl ce 

ma of pl i t n 
ediment pl re wedg 
rr w ky be k h riz n still waiting or that 20 

I want 1t back , wait in this n wbl wn winter night 

r that lamude fit elf its wn larg n 
d t get mplete 

we m , it doe 

I<) 5 
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