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from Breathin' my name with a sigh 
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IHIMAERA, Witi (b. 1944) Born in New Zealand of Maori and Scottish ancestry, 
he has published several novels and stories, including Tangi (1973), The Whale 
Rider (1987), and Dear Miss Mansfield (1989). He has written an opera, Waituhi: 
The Life of the Village (1985), and a cultural history, Maori (1975). 

ITO, Sally (b. 1965) Born in Alberta, Canada, of Japanese ancestry ("my 
mother having come from Japan and my father being a third generation 
Japanese Canadian"), she studied in Japan and at the University of British 
Columbia. Her poems have appeared in Canadian magazines. 

ITWARU, Arnold (b. 1942) Born in Guyana, he immigrated to Canada in 1969. 
He has written three collections of poetry, including Entombed Survivals (1987), a 
novel, Slumti (1988), and three non-fiction works, the most recent being The 
Invention of Canada: Litermy Texts and the Immigrant Imagination (1990). 

JAIN, Sunita (b. 1941) Born in India, she has studied in the USA and India. 
She writes in both Hindi and English and has published two volumes of stories, 
including Eunuch of Time and Other Stories (1982). 

JHABV ALA, Ruth Prawer (b. 1927) Born in Germany to a Polish/Jewish 
family, she immigrated to Britain in 1939. Educated in England, she lived in 
India for 25 years after her marriage. Her novels include The Householder 
(1960) and Heat and Dust (1975). She has written several collections of short 
stories and screenplays. She has been living in the USA since 1976. 

KINCAID, Jamaica (b. 1949) Born in Antigua , she now lives and writes in the 
USA Her fiction includes At the Bottom of the River (short stories, 1984) and 
Annie John (novel, 1985). She has written many critical essays. 

KING, Thomas (b. 1943) Born in Canada of a Cherokee fa ther and a 
Greek-German mother, he was Chair of Native American studies at the 
University of Minnesota. He also teaches at the University of Guelph, Canada. 
His publications include Green Grass, Running Water (novel, 1993), a number 
of short stories, poems, and a children's book. 

KOGAWA, Joy (b. 1935) Born in Vancouver, Canada, of Japanese ancestry, 
she grew up in Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia. She and her 
family were interned during the Second World War. Her volumes of poetry 
include A Choice of Dreams (1974). She has written a novel , Obasan (1981), 
based on her experiences during the war. 

LAM, Dominic Man-Kit Raised in Hong Kong, he attended the University of 
British Columbia, and now divides his time between Hong Kong and Texas; he 
is a scientist as well as an internationally recognised artist. 

LIM, Shirley Geok-Lin (b. 1843) Born in Malaysia , she immigra ted to the 
USA and is a poet , critic, and academic. Her poetry collections include 
Crossing the Peninszda, which won the 1980 Commonwealth Poetry Prize. She is 
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MORRIS, Mervyn (b. 1937) Born in Jamaica, he was educated there and at 
Oxford University on a Rhodes Scholarship. He has published several 
collections of poetry, including The Pond (1973), has edited a number of 
anthologies, and is a journalist and theatre critic. He teaches at the University 
of the West Indies in Jamaica. 

MPHAHLELE, Es'kia (b. 1919) Born in Pretoria, South Africa, he has taught 
at universities in the USA and in South Africa, where he currently lives. His 
publications include The Wanderers (novel, 1971 ), Man Must Live (stories, 
1946), and The African Image (essays, 1962, rev. 1974). 

MUKHERJEE, Bharati (b. 1940) Born and educated in Calcutta, India, she 
attended universities in India and the USA She spent some years in Canada 
before returning to the USA in 1981. Her publications include Wife (novel, 
1975), Darkness (stories, 1985), and The Sorrow and the Terror: The Haunting 
Legacy of the Air India Tragedy (1987), with Clark Blaise. 

NAIPAUL, V. S. (b. 1932) Born in Trinidad and educated at Queen's Royal 
College, Trinidad, he left for Oxford University in 1950, and has lived in 
England since then. His novels include The Mystic Masseur (1957), A House for 
Mr Biswas (1961), The Enigma of An·ival (1987), and A Way in the World 
(1994). He has published several collections of essays and travel books, 
including Among the Believers (1981) and India: A Million Mutinies Now 
(1990). 

NANDAN, Satendra (b. 1939) Born in Fiji, he was educated the in UK and 
Australia. He moved to Australia after the Fijian coups in 1987. He has 
published several volumes of poems, including Voices in the River (1985), and a 
novel The Wounded Sea (1991). His autobiography, Relics of a Rainbow: A 
Fijian Story, is due in 1995. 

NARAYAN, R. K. (b. 1906) Born in Madras, India, he has spent most of his 
life in Mysore. He has published fourteen novels including Swami and Friends 
(1935) and The World of Nagaraj (1990) , and ·numerous collections of stories, 
essays, and memoirs. He has travelled and lectured in the USA, and has 
received India's highest literary award, the Padma Bhushan award. 

NAROGIN, Mudrooroo / Colin Johnson (b. 1938) Born in Narogin, Western 
Australia, he changed his name to reaffirm his tribal identity. He writes poetry, 
fiction, and literary criticism. His publications include Wild Cat Falling (novel, 
1965) and The Song Circle of Jacky and Selected Poems (1986). He has taught 
Aboriginal Literature at Murdoch University and at the University of 
Queensland. 

NDEBELE, Njabulo S. (b. 1948) Born in Johannesburg, South Africa , he was 
educated there, at Cambridge University, and the University of Denver. His 
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at Rugby and Cambridge, England, graduating with a degree in History. His 
novels include Grimus (1975), Midnight 's Children (1981), and the 
controversial The Satanic Verses (1988), which led to death threats against him. 
He has published also Jmaginmy Homelands: Essays and Criticism (1991 ). 

SELVON, Sam (1923-94) Born in Trinidad, the son of an East Indian father 
and half-Scottish mother, he immigrated to England in 1954 and moved to 
Calgary in 1978. He wrote ten novels, including An Island ls a World (1955), 
The Lonely Londoners (1956), and Moses Migrating (1983), numerous short 
stories, essays, screenplays, and plays for radio and television. 

SENIOR, Olive (b. 1941) Born in Jamaica, she was educated there , in 
Canada, and in Britain. An editor and journalist , her publications· include 
Talki.ng of Trees (poems, 1985), Summer Lightning (stories, 1986), and The 
Arrival of the Snake Woman (stories, 1989). 

SETH, Vikram (b. 1952) Born in Calcutta, India, he left India at the age of 
eleven to study in England. A graduate of Oxford and of Stanford, his 
publications include Mappings (poetry, 1982), From Heaven Lake: Travels 
Through Sinkiang and Tibet (1983), The Golden Gate (a novel in verse , 1986), 
andA Suitable Boy (novel, 1993). 

SHERLOCK, Philip (b. 1902) Born in Jamaica, he became Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of the West Indies. He is the author and editor of more than 
fifteen volumes of poetry, history, and folk tales, including Anansi the Spider 
Man (1954). 

SILKO, Leslie Marmon (b. 1948) Born in New Mexico, she is of mixed 
ancestry, part Laguna, part Mexican, and part white. She is the author of the 
novel Ceremony (1977), and several collections of stories, including Laguna 
Woman (1974). Storyteller (1981) is a selection of her poems and stories. 

SOYINKA, Wole (b. 1934) Born in Nigeria and educated at universities in 
Ibadan and Leeds, he has published several novels and volumes of essays, plays, 
and poetry, including A Dance of the Forests (play, 1963), T71e Interpreters 
(novel, 1965), Poems from Prison ( 1969), The Man Died: Prison Notes of Wole 
Soyinka (1972), and Mandela 's Earth and Other Poems (1988). He was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1986. 

SUBRAMANI (b. 1943) Born in Fiji, he has studied in Suva, New Zealand, 
and Canada. His publications include The Fantasy Eaters (1988) a collection of 
stories and a number of critical essays. He now teaches at the University of the 
South Pacific in Suva. 

TALLMOUNTAIN, Mary I Mary Randle (1918-94) Born in Alaska, the 
daughter of a Koyukon-Athabascan Indian mother and Scottish-Irish father, 
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