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crab lost to the coo-cooing doves bob-bobbing at a pretence 
of Seagull in a dance miming Dalwurra's open mouth hanging 
down at so many vacant perches squat and ugly under the grime 
of ancient weathering long lost in the haze of the murdered 
witch heavy on his back sinking down to broken earth 
ground-flooded crab-element water-stinking city. (1988) 

FRED WAH 

Canada b. 1939 

Wah has brought to Canadian poetry the influence of the Black Mountain school of American 

poetry. For Wah, the Kootenay region of British Columbia where he grew up is an ample site for 

all human experience. linguistics and literature inform his exploration of the processes of spoken, 

e en breathed, language-for example, his evocations of the sound of his own last name in the 

book Breathin' My ame with a Sigh (1981). The child of a Chinese father and a wedish mother, 

Wah has also mapped his ethruc ancestry in his poetry. He is a founding or contributing editor of 

Tish , Open Letter, and Swift Current. Wah won the Go emor-General's Award for poetry in 1985 

with Waitingfor Saskatchewan; earlier work includes Among (1972), Earth (1974), Pictogramsfrom 

the Interior of BC (1975), and the collection Selected Poems: Lohi ls Buried at Smoky Creeh (1980) . 

WAITING FOR SASKATCHEWAN 

Waiting for Saskatchewan 
and the origins grandparents countries places converged 
europe asia railroads carpenters nailed grain ele ators 
Swift Current my grandmother in her house 
he built on the street 
and him his cafes namely the 'Elite' on Centre 
looked straight ahead Saskatchewan points to it 
Erickson Wah Trimble houses train station tracks 
arrowed into downtown fine clay dirt prairies wind waiting 
for Saskatchewan to appear for me again over the edge 
horses led to the huge sky the weight and colour of it 
over the mountains as if the mass owed me such appearance 
against the hard edge of it sits on my forehead 
as the most political place I know these places these strips 
laid beyond horizon for eyesight the city so I won't have to go 
near it as origin town flatness appears later in my stomach why 
why on earth would they land in such a place 
mass of pleistocene 
sediment plate wedge 
arrow sky beak horizon still waiting for that 
I want it back, wait in this snowblown winter night 
for that latitude of itself its own largeness 
my body to get complete 
it still owes me, it does (1985] 
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