0 P NIRRT D
CONTEMPORAF

CANADIAN POETS




OPEN FIELD

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
W.A.C. BENNETT LIBRARY




OPEN FIELD

30 Contemporary Canadian Poets

SINA QUEYRAS

RY
EYWURUD B

MOLLY PEACOCK




l'hanks the poets who contributed to this anthology and the presses
iblish Canadian poetry. Thanks to my students who read, responded

whop!
to, and were inspired by much of this work. Thanks to Mairead Byrne,
Laura Huzzy, KO Kanne, Martin Mitchell, Ron Smith, Gina Wise, Rachel
‘olf for their assistance. Thanks to Persea Books, particularly Rita Lascaro
for her design work) and Gabe Fried (for everything else). To the many
lered, but not included in this anthology, I thank you for your
pe for volume two. To Danielle, family, and friends, thank

Sina Quevras

cannot legibly accommodate all copyright notices,

! 19 constitute an extension of the copyright page
Copyright 005 by Sina Quevras
Preface copyright 005 by Molly Peacocl

No part of this publication may be reproduced or
r by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
or any information storage or retrieval system

on in writing from the publisher

LO reprint or Hxxlr'wvlm )

" tormation, should be addressed to

n-Fublication Data
! poet edited and with an

1 by Molly Peacoch Ist ed

trade pbl ik, paper
idian poetry Oth century

) yra ina, 1965

005001710




JEANETTE ARMSTRONG
\\'\Tﬁui
wureen

Blood

MARGARET ATWOOD

Autobio
Srawi
l‘r.A ()
| M

KEN BABSTOCK
First Lesson In |
\\E\.:(\\\ Lhdnt

""" cnapt \
f mn t
from Chapter

from Chapter O

Contents




GEORGE BOWERING

from Kerrisdale Elegies

DIONNE BRAND
from Every Chapter Of The World

NICOLE BROSSARD

[yphoon Thrum

DIANA FITZGERALD BRYDEN
Sleepers Awake

Always, Not Always

Age And The Secretary

Clinic Day

Fertility Test

ANNE CARSON
Short Talk On Gertrude Stein About 9:30
On lrout
In Walking Backwards
In Reading
In The Youth At Night
In Orchids

In The Truth To Be Had From Dreams

K On The Sensation Of MWWJMH'HRUH|

GEORGE ELLIOTT CLARKE

h Bringing Spring To Whylah Falls




LORNA CROZIER

Packing For The Future: Instructions

Fear Of Snakes
Cucumbers
Carrots

OUmons

MARY DALTON
Conkerbells
['he Doctor
Down The Bay
Flirrup

Mad Moll And Crazy Betty
My One Brother
She

Sterricky

['he Water Man
Yel

JOE DENHAM
Night Haul
Breaktast

1\‘\ \‘.\ ‘A".\.L'."‘\

! .
SCotchman d>alvage

"wino
>etung

\1\‘3 ning S>et

CHRISTOPHER DEWDNEY

he Memory Table |

Radiant Inventory

Depth Sounding, Lake Windermere

I'he Immaculate Perception

The Cenozoic Asvlum

L




SUSAN GOYETTE

'he True Names Of Birds 112
['his Contradiction Of Passion 113
['he Moon On Friday Night 14
['he Mythology Of Cures 115
In This January 118
LYDIA KWA

from Roadbook: Suite of Hands 119

SONNET L'ABBE

Reaction To What You Said 127
Freestyle (Why They Don't Like Rap 129
I heory My Natural Brown Ass 131

Dumb Animal 133
DENNIS LEE

TIM LILBURN

146

| 50

DAPHNE MARLATT

DON MCKAY

' i".'l l»‘)
| 60
16]

162




ERIN MOURE/EIRIN MOURE
Morphine, Or The ¢

s D

bp NICHOL

MICHAEL ONDAATJE

N1
5\ N ¢ X

LISA ROBERTSON

nes \
Luesc

N

AN L

ANNE SIMPSON

Seven raimnt

KAREN SOLIE
Cardio Room, Young W
Meeting Walter Be
[hrasher

An Argument For Smal
Larking

Emergency Response




More Fun In The New World
TODD SWIFT

Homage To Charlotte Rampling

['he Influence Of Anxiety At The Seaside With Tea
Leaving Paris

'he Tenant Of Wildfeld Hall

Ballad Of The Solitary Diner

FRED WAH

3 Pictograms from The Interior Of B(
Father/Mother Haibun #4
Father/Mother Haibun #11

Music At The Heart Of Thinking 22
Music At The Heart Of Thinking 42

Music At The Heart Of Thinking 52

Music At The Heart Of Thinking

JAN ZWICKY

You Must Believe In Spring

216
217
219
220

221



Fred Wah

3 Pictograms From The Interior Of B¢




p ¥

How does she know that
How does she do all that walking

through the forest

How does she know the bears won't get her?







Father/Mother Haibun #4

Your pen wrote Chinese and your name in a smooth swoop
with flourish and style, I can hardly read my own tight
scrawl, could you write anything else, I know you could
read, nose in the air and lick your finger to turn the large
newspaper page pensively in the last seat of those half
circle arborite counters in the Diamond Grill, your glass
case bulging your shirt pocket with that expensive pen,
always a favourite thing to handle the way you treated it
like jewellery, actually it was a matched pen and pencil set,
Shaeffer maybe (something to do with Calgary here), heavy,
silver, black, gold nib, the precision I wanted also in things,
that time I conned you into paying for a fountain pen |

had my eye on in Benwell’s stationery store four dollars
and twenty cents Mom was mad but you understood such
desires in your cheeks relaxed when you worked signing
checks and doing the books in the back room of the cafe
late at night or how the pen worked perfectly with your
quick body as you'd flourish off a check during a busy
noon-hour rush the sun and noise of the town and the cafe

flashing.

High muck-a-muck’s gold-toothed clicks ink mark red green

on lottery blotting paper, 8-spot (click, click)




Father/Mother Haibun #1 |

Rain washes first snow, old words here on the notepad

‘Where did Odysscus go!




Music At The Heart Of Thinking 22

ALWAYS THINK THINKING INSIDE MYSELF NO PLACE
without death Kwakiutl song sings or watch sit
scramble and catch last blue Pacific horizon no
end to the complete thought transference of
which the words “circling eyes” Mao knew this
is the life writing questions even every rock
etched in wonder sometimes that song feels like
the master paradigm or river we return to with
a sigh the archipelago syntagmed “empty from
breathing” but the body as a place that i1s as a
container has suddenness so the politics of

dancing is a dead giveaway to the poet’s

“nothing will have taken place but the place.”
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Music At The Heart Of Thinking 52

tongue mist lip boat brown gull hill town bed

stone shadow crow tooth rain boat flood ham
mer star grill shadow skin hammer mouth town
mist hill rock brown bed bird tongue snow creek
lip crow circle brown lip wave boat shadow city
light hill sky mouth talk snow gull hammer fog
moon wet grey stone boat bed mist skin gill
word flood crow tongue river mouth star brown
lip night flood sail wave sky tooth rock red bird

shadow stone snow city blue hammer bed hill

Crow l(\l]}:ll(‘
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