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“To redeem the word from the superstition of the word

is to humanize it, to make it participate once more in a
living concert of voices...”
— Geoffrey Hartman, Beyond Formalism
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Fred Wah

Fred Wah (b. 1939) was born in Saskatchewan. Canada. M
poetry, including Selected Poems (1980). Breathin' My N
Saskatchewan (1986), which won the Governor Genera
and Sentenced to Light (2008). He has taught at the Niver
Fred Wah's poem “Breathin' My Name with a Sigh” is a s!

hybridity and liminality inherent in postcolonial writer

sadness when his cultures and mores (even types of food

and the daily lives of his children, who struggle with dual ¢

Fiona Tinweil Lam’s “The Hyphenated” and Leslie Marmor

Breathin” My Name with a Sigh

my father hurt

ing at the table

sitting hurting

at suppertime

deep inside very

far down inside
because I can't stand the ginger
in the beef and greens
he cooked tor us lell}illl
and years later tonight
that look on his face
appears now on mine
my children

my food

their food

my ftather

their father

me minge

the tather

very far

very very fai

inside

Sitki




e

Acknowledgements/Permissions

Chinua Achebe. "G

Hi cinani 4 R

Ama Ata Aidoo. "No Sweet I

Meena Alexander. “Port Sudan,” i

University Pre 002. Reprinted |

Agha Shahid Ali. “Snowmen,” from The Half-Ir
University Press, 1987, Copvyright |98

Weslevan University Press

Lillian Allen. “Rub A Dub Stvle Inna Regent P

loronto: Women's Press, 1993, Rej

Mulk Raj Anand. “Duty,” from The Barber

Cape, 1944 ]\.4;‘1H114t]l‘\ permissios

Jean Arasanayagam. "1 Have No Country, fron

Forest Books, 1991. Reprinted by permission of tl

Louise Bennett. “Anancy an Ticks,” from Ar

Book Stores Ltd., 1979. Reprinted by permission ot S

Neil Bissoondath. “Man as Plaything, Life as Mo

loronto: Macmillan, 1985. Reprinted by pern

Dionne Brand. "Return 1,” fron
Stewart, 1998. Copyright 990 Dior
Sun. Stratford: Willlams-Wallace, 1984, R

. 1
Stewart, Ltd

Edward Kamau Brathwaite. "R«
Press, 1982, Copyright 98

'

Oxtord University Press
Dennis Brutus. "By the Waters
Collected and Selected by (
Reprinted by permissio
Buhkwujjenene. "Nanab
[oronto: University

l[oronto Press




—

CONCERT OF VOICES

Willi Chen. “Assam’s Iron Chest,” from King of the Carnival and Other Stories. London:

Hansib, 1988. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Marilyn Chin. “Elegy for Chloe Nguyen (1955-1988),” from The Phoenix Gone, the
Terrace Empty. Minneapolis, MN: Milkweed Editions, 1994. Reprinted by permission of
Milkweed Editions.

Austin Clarke. “The Man,” from When Women Rule. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart,

1985. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Saros Cowasjee. “His Father’s Medals,” from More Stories from the Raj and After.
London: Grafton Books, 1986. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Rienzi Crusz. “Roots” and “In the Idiom of the Sun,” from A Time for Loving. Toronto:
TSAR, 1986. Reprinted by permission of TSAR Publications.

Cyril Dabydeen. “My Mother,” from Stoning the Wind. Toronto: TSAR Publications,

1994. Reprinted by permission of the author.

David Dabydeen. “Catching Crabs” and “The New Poetry,” from Coolie Odyssey.

London: Hansib, 1988. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Fred D’Aguiar. “Home.” Reprinted by permission of ARIEL and of the author. “A Son in

Shadow: Remembering, in Fragments, a Lost Parent,” from Harper’s Magazine March

1999. Copyright © 1999 by Harper’s Magazine. Reproduced from the March issue with

special permission. Reprinted by permission of Harper’s Magazine. All rights reserved.

Kamala Das. “An Introduction,” from Summer in Calcutta. London: Heinemann, 1965;
“The Looking Glass,” from The Descendants. London: Heinemann, 1967. Reprinted by ‘

permission of the author.

Jack Davis. “Pay Back” and “White Fantasy — Black Fact,” from Paperbark: A Collection
of Black Australian Writing. St Lucia, Qld.: University of Queensland Press, 1990.

Reprinted by permission of the author.

Anita Desai. “Surface Textures,” from Games at Twilight. London: Penguin, 1978.
Copyright © 1978 Anita Desai. Reprinted by permission of the author c¢/o Rogers,
Coleridge & White Ltd., 20 Powis Mews, London W11 1JN.

Eunice de Souza. “Catholic Mother” and “Return,” from Indian English Poetry.

Hyderabad: Longman, 1990. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Nissim Ezekiel. “In India,” from The Unfinished Man. Calcutta: Writer’s Workshop,

1960. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Lorna Goodison. “Survivor,” from Heartease. London: New Beacon Books, 1988.
Reprinted by permission of New Beacon Books Ltd.; “Lessons Learned from the Royal
Primer,” from Controlling the Silver. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2005.

Reprinted by permission of University of Illinois Press.

e -




the Serpent. London: Gollanc; Y {
in 1979 by Nadine Gordimer. Reprinted

for the author ind of AP Watt. 1td for the autl

Jessica Hagedorn. “The Song of Bullets,” from Dar

Penguin, 199 { .»;\\H‘.?\' 1993 by J« ica Hagedorn. |

Viking Penguin, a division of Penguin Group (USA) I

Kaiser Haq. "Strange Pleasure from ARIEL 29 9 |

\RIE]

Claire Harris. “Death in Summer,” from The Conception of W
Williams-Wallace, 1989. Reprinted by permission of Goose Lane Editios B

the Glenbow Museum, Calgary.” Reprinted by permission of the autho

Wilson Harris. “Kanaima,” from Black Orpheus Anthology. Akoka: Mbari Ibad 164
Reprinted by permission of the author

Bessie Head. “The Collector of Treasures,” from The Collector of Treasur

Botswana Village Tales. Oxford: Heinemann, 19 Reprinted by p

Johnson Ltd. on behalf of the author

A.D. Hope. “Man Friday,” from Collected Poems 1930-1965. New Yorl
1968 ((I‘»\H._v‘h( O 1963, 1966 by A.D H"LW |\“»1'”1“U! bv pern v

Penguin, a division of Penguin Group (USA) Inc

Nalo Hopkinson. “A Habit of Waste,” from Skin Folk. New York. War

Reprinted by permission of the author

Keri Hulme. “Hooks and Feelers,” from New Zealand

Reprinted by permission of the author

Witi IThimaera. “This Life Is Weary,” from Dear Miss Mansfield
field Beauchamp. Auckland, NZ: Viking, 1989. Reprint
Sally Ito. “Of the Wave.” Originally appeared 11

1986 Sally Ito. Reprinted by permission of the a

Arnold Itwaru. “arrival,” “roomer,” and “sep

Williams-Wallace, 1987. Reprinted by pern

Eva Johnson. "Murras, tron

Copyright © 1988 Eva Johnson. Reprinted
Jamaica Kincaid. “On Seeing |
August 1991). Reprinted by p¢ S8

F'homas King. "A Coyote
Harper Perennial Canada, 1993, (

mission of Westwood (




—

CONCERT OF VOICES

Joy Kogawa. “What Do I Remember of the Evacuation?” and “When I Was a Little Girl,”
from A Choice of Dreams. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1974. Reprinted by permis-

sion of the author.

Alex La Guma. “A Matter of Taste,” from A Walk in the Night and Other Stories.
Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press, 1968. Reprinted by permission.
Fiona Tinwei Lam. “The Hyphenated,” from Intimate Distances. Roberts Creek, BC:

Nightwood Editions, 2002. Reprinted by permission of Nightwood Editions.

Shirley Geok-lin Lim. “Passports,” from ARIEL; “To Li Poh,” from Bridges: Literature
Across Cultures. NY: McGraw-Hill, 1994. Reprinted by permission of the author.
Jayanta Mahapatra. “Freedom” and “The Portrait.” Reprinted by permission of the author;

“The Abandoned British Cemetery at Balasore,” from The False Start. Bombay: Clearing

House, 1980. First published in Sewarnee Review. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Lee Maracle. “Charlie,” from Sojourner’s Truth and Other Stories. Vancouver: Press

Gang, 1980. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Dambudzo Marechera. “Black Skin What Mask,” from The House of Hunger. London:
Heinemann, 1978. Reprinted by permission. |

Sharon May. “The Wizard of Khao-I-Dang,” from Tinhouse Issue 25 (Fall 2005).
Reprinted by permission of the author.

Wong May. “The Shroud,” from Critical Engagements. Singapore: Heinemann, 1986.
Reprinted by permission.

Pauline Melville. “McGregor’s Journey,” from Shape-Shifter. London: The Women’s
Press, 1991. Copyright © 1991 by Pauline Melville. Reprinted by permission of The
Wylie Agency, LLC.

Sudesh Mishra. “Mt. Abu: St. Xavier’s Church,” from Memoirs of a Reluctant Traveller.

Adelaide: CRNLE, Flinders University, 1994; “The Grand Pacific Hotel,” from Tandava.

Melbourne: Meanjin Press, 1992. Reprinted by permission of the author.

Rohinton Mistry. “Swimming Lessons,” from Tales from Firozsha Baag. Toronto:
McClelland & Stewart, 1987. Copyright © 1987 by Rohinton Mistry. Reprinted by per-
mission of Westwood Creative Artists on behalf of the author.

Timothy Mo. “One of Billy’s Boys: A Memoir,” from Eastern Express Weekend 5
(February 1994). Reprinted by permission of the author.

Toshio Mori. “Slant-Eyed Americans,” from Yokohama, California. Caldwell, ID: Caxton

Printers, 1949, Reprinted by permission of Caxton Press.

Mervyn Morris. “To an Expatriate Friend” and “Little Boy Crying,” from The Pond.

London: New Beacon, 1973 & 1997. Reprinted by permission of New Beacon Books Ltd.

Es’kia Mphahlele. “The Coffee-Cart Girl,” from Short Stories. Dar es Salaam: East Africa

Publishing House, 1967. Reprinted by permission of the author.




Bharati Mukherje«

&3 !

Gerald Murnane

V.S. Naipaul. |

COopyvri !

}
10 f Vil Pengu
Mudrooroo Narogin {

Njabulo S. Ndebele. “Guilt and At
‘\\‘A"‘, \‘" ! ,v“'v' \v ire drHici \ { i1 l\
Reprinted by permission of the author
Ngitji Ngitji. “The Pos

Writing. St. Lucia: University of Qu

University of Queensliand

Ngugi wa Thiong'o. “Good

Hememann, 1975, Reprinted by p

Oodgeroo of the tribe Noonuccal (formerly Kath Walker

Michael Ondaatje

A\ | '
Vict X DICW

Sasenarine Persaud

YH0 ). kep (¢d

M. NourbeSe Philip. 5

\\ OR3
Yl (SRS O A




—

CONCERT OF VOICES

Sharon Pollock. “The Komagata Maru Incident,” from Sharon Pollock: Collected Works
Volume One. Toronto: Playwrights Canada Press, 2006. Reprinted by permission of the

author.

Jean Rhys. “I Used to Live Here Once,” from Sleep It Off, Lady. London: André Deutsch,
1976. Copyright © Jean Rhys 1976. Reprinted by permission of Wallace Literary Agents,

Inc., agents for the estate of Jean Rhys.

Kevin Roberts. “Mah Fung” and “Thai Logging Protest,” from Writing the Tides. Vancouver:
Ronsdale Press, 2006. Reprinted by permission of Ronsdale Press and of the author.

Salman Rushdie. ““Commonwealth Literature’ Does Not Exist” and “Outside the Whale,”
from Imaginary Homelands. London: Granta Books, 1981. Reprinted by permission of
The Wylie Agency, LLC.

ER. Scott. “To the Poets of India” and “All the Spikes but the Last,” from The Collected
poems of E.R. Scott. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1981. Reprinted by permission of
William Toye, literary executor for the estate of ER. Scott.

Samuel Selvon. “Brackley and the Bed” from Ways of Sunlight. Reading, MA: Addison-
Wesley Publishing Company, 1987; “Turning Christian,” from Foreday Morning.
London: Longman Publishing Group, 1990. Reprinted by permission of the estate of

Samuel Selvon.

Olive Senior. “The Boy Who Loved Ice Cream,” from Summer Lightning and Other
Stories. Essex: Longman, 1986. Copyright © 1986 Olive Senior. Reprinted by permission

of Pearson Education, Ltd.

Vikram Seth. “Research in Jiangsu Province,” from The Humble Administrator’s Garden.
Manchester: Carcanet Press, 1985. Copyright © 1986 by Vikram Seth. Reprinted by per-

mission of Random House, Inc. and of Carcanet Press.

Philip Sherlock. “The Warau People Discover the Earth,” from West Indian Folk-Tales.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1966. Copyright © Philip Sherlock 1966. Reprinted by

permission of Oxford University Press.

Janice Shinebourne. “1957, Red Bean Cake Soho: London,” from Moving Worlds:
Masquerade Caribbean Issue, 3:2 (2003). Republished with current title in The God-
mother and Other Stories. Leeds: Peepal Tree Press, 2004. Reprinted by permission of

Moving Worlds: A Journal of Transcultural Writings and of Peepal Tree Press.

Leslie Marmon Silko. “Yellow Woman,” from The Man to Send Rain Clouds. New York:
Viking-Penguin, 1974. Copyright © 1974 by Leslie Marmon Silko. Reprinted by permis-
sion of The Wylie Agency, LLC.

Wole Soyinka. “Chimes of Silence,” from A Shuttle in the Crypt. Copyright © 1972, 2000
by Wole Soyinka. Reprinted by permission of the Melanie Jackson Agency, LLC; “An

Interview with Wole Soyinka (with Henry Louis Gates, Jr.).” Reprinted by permission of

Janklow & Nesbit Associates on behalf of the author.




Subramani. “Sautu,” from The Fantasy Eaters. Washingt [hree

1988, Reprinted by permission of the author

Mary TallMountain. “There Is No Word for Goodby fr
Goodbye. Marvin, SD: Blue Cloud Quarterly, 198 eprinted

ary executor of the TallMountain estate

Edwin Thumboo. “Ulysses by the Merlion,” from Ulysses by the Merlion. ¢

Heinemann, 1979, Reprinted by permission of the author

Alafina Vuki. “Four-Year Wisdom,” from Creative Writing, ed. Satendra Nandar
Fiji Writers' Association, 1985, Reprinted of permission of the editor

A

Fred Wah. “Breathin’ My Name with a Sigh,” from Breathin® My Name with a Sig

Vancouver: Talon Books, 1981. Reprinted by permission of the author

Derek Walcott. “Ruins of a Great House,” “A Letter from Brooklyn,” and “LII," fro:
‘Midsummer,” from Collected Poems 1948-1984. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux
1987. Copyright © 1986 by Derek Walcott. Reprinted by permission of Farrar, Straus &
Giroux, LLC and of Faber and Faber Ltd.

Archie Weller. “Pension Day,” from The Australian Short Story. St Lucia, Qld

University of Queensland Press, 1990. Reprinted by permission of Mrs. Weller

University of Queensland Press.

Albert Wendt. “Crocodile,” from The Birth and Death of the Miracle Man. Londor
Penguin, 1986. Copyright © 1986 by Albert Wendt. Reprinted by permission of (

Brown Ltd., London on behalf of Albert Wendt.

Rudy Wiebe. “Where Is the Voice Coming From?,” from River of Stone. Toronto: Ki
Canada, 1995. Copyright © 1995 Jackpine House Ltd. Reprinted by permission

Knopf Canada.

Arthur Yap. “2 Mothers in a HDB Playground,” from Critical Engagements, ed. Kirpa

f el

Singh. Singapore: Heinemann Asia, 1986. Reprinted by permission of the aut!

woht b r f the texts p

I'he publisher has made every effort to locate all copyright holders «

in this anthology and would be pleased to hear from any party not duly




"t

~ 3 4

- g 7
»
a’
T

4R T

o~

A sigmp( :tllld‘_l;‘uv\rmvm o the onginal 1995 edituon, the updated
dnd expanded version of Victar |. Ramraj's Concert of Voices remains
my favorite collectionaf this kind, Few critics have a Hiofier grasp of the
vastand quickly evolving fiel J:lp ulu‘u mappingg—Ramraj was so right

in the introduction or cditon and iy cven more right oday—
‘posteolonial” and thetopd

s and pafadigms usually swirling around it
have become largely insulli@ent. Concert of Voices is no longer an
‘alternative’ o otheryolu of this sort but the anthology of world

writing in English for the gld®al-age, transnational, twenty-first eenfury.

Comprehensive, l'l!liln('llil“ @achable, and a great pedagogical resource

overall, th&volume really lives up to its tide.”
Chnspan \]lbl.)lilllli\t'l\tl} Jl#Rorth Carolina, € reensboro

A

“This second edition (:{r' the most classroom-friendly anthology of

world writing in l".nglishba 'fo
and memoirs, v\u-ndij1§bingr;|phical notes and explanatory footmotes,
and underscoring familiar posteglonial themes such as in-betweenmess,
writing back, and mimeiély. A good l)lf,w of human commonalitéeSand,
in Northrop Frye's words, 1 wyalty to one’s place in the class structare,’

d:ii;f_n.mk is vital for contemporary literature studies,” .
Joha G Hawley, Santd Clara University: editor of Pastealonial, Queer
Thedretical Inltersections (SUNY Press

nakes it even more so by adding more eSsays

“A wide-ranging; eclegtic, and stimulating anthology: the selection
‘ IS very impressive,”
Rowland Smith, Willrid Laurer Universiy

“A very wide and (’nmmclu'nsi\v selection of world literature in English;
[ recommend 1t wholelieartedly.™
Anthany Boxill, University of New Brunswick

Concert of Voices combines poetry, fiction, (h‘.lll\.l,;lll(l essays in an anthology of

world literature, in l’.ngl_igf’}'his second edition preserves the first edition’s breadth

and its balance of established afid less widely known authors, while including a large

selection of exciting new haterfal, Biographical inforhation and explanatory notes

have been updated and ('_ﬂ).ll\d{,"(r and pew pieces by Lillian Allen, Manlyn Chin,
; £, Vikeam Seth, Wole Sovinkay, Pauline Johnson,

[ — ——7 ¥ Rudy Wiebe, and many other authors have
ISBN 978-1-55111-977-9 been added.

VICTOR J. RAMRAY. is Proflessor of English a
the University of Calgary

SIEUUSI . Broadview press
‘ www.broadviewpress.com
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