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Fred Wah 

Cruise 

... a nd I said to myself I would go out wand ering not o ver the wor ld but in t he world 
until I would find insta nt upo n instant of tha t minute co ntact wi t h a piece of it, say 
a twig, or a wom an but with no other intention than a n a fternoon walk or a job might be 
in getting some work done a nd that at any place a long th e way l cou ld d we ll t here forever 
in a state of property or it might be a more li ve ly end eavor in whi ch th ings wo uld be 
counted , three switchbacks a washout , a city, fi ve god s, et c., i.e . I wo uld be o ut there 
in it with everyt hing else collecting measure ments with my sense in a tim eless mea nd eri ng 
t hrough the wonder . 

Heav ier than air 
on the traverse 

over 
outward through October 
movement rewired as crisp a ir again 

l. 

heavier 
o h so much ca ught 

in the microscopic particulars of its weight 
just as the padded paw-print , just so . 

ow in San Francisco a poet returns 
announced in two about ten-line poems on the front page of the Chronicle 
somet hing in one of them about this is w here l have been 
and now I am back I've bee n in t he woods, in a creek in fa ct 

Its morning 
fa llen 

to the earth 

t he a ppl es have had frost by now 
pasture' full of em the cows ' 
crea m becomes heavier 

a II 
glitters 

pi cks up the shift and twist 
shift 
and wit ch 
aga in 

and agai n 

there's mu ic and dancing in the fi e lds and vi io n in the ta ll couch gra 
theres nothing new in a ll of the tra ngenes of e\'en o ur drea m the e night 
nor of the moon co ming back into the play of a renewed illustration of t he track 
contained in t·1ste the multi -million fl avo ur of the presence placed 

imply placed 
in mo ut h 
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Back in the sky 

The ferry doesn't cross at this time of night. 
Drive up river and over the dam. 

float up the Kooten ay to the light 
there' the moon again still crossing over the night between two peak 

l step off the ride into our own yard 
move some lumber out of the frost 

putter around the trees 

Body tired 
cedar looming from the moon . 

pissed off 
I had seen no one. 

3. 

In the timber Tiwaz crosses over o n a spru ce limb 

as a boat over the ocean he flows over the windfalls 

bark flies from his caulked boots and he cracks the dead larch boughs in his path 

so that it thunders through the days and nights above him above his shoulders 

up the valleys through the great cedar stands his crossing over becomes the mountain 

aero s the river in the enormous distance of his cruise cumulus rolls 

hi s weight he carries with him in front of himself he pushes out he gathers 

the whole horizon his eyes sight by peaks the straighte t intention of his direction 

over which he disappears a gap an arc a glint of light. 

In the afterwarmth 

the mountains acros the river shine as the mist thins 

morning shows morning hows 

4. 
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